Best Environmental Practices at

Fairmont Hotels & Resorts Golf Course

Environmental Planning:

· Since the summer of 1995, the Chateau Whistler Resort Golf Course has worked with a “resource committee” to assist in the planning of its environmental initiatives.  The “resource committee” consists of a local bird specialist, also president of the local environmental group, a representative from the British Columbia Ministry of the Environment and a representative from the British Columbia Streamkeepers Association.

· The Fairmont Banff Springs started its Environmental Planning in June 1997 with extensive research into the golf course ecosystem, including detailed habitat mapping, the documentation of current management practices and wildlife on the course.

· In 1998, The Fairmont Algonquin broke ground on a new signature golf course designed by Thomas McBroom.  Extensive biological, toxicology and archeological tests conducted by environmental scientist Jacques Whitford, ensured continued dedication to the environment. 

· During the summer of 1996, Fairmont Le Château Montebello’s golf course completed an environmental plan. With the assistance of Bill Nowell, biologist at Kenauk, the golf course has also completed an extensive survey of wildlife living on the course.    

Wildlife and Habitat Management:

· The golf team at Fairmont Le Château Montebello has developed an exceptional wildlife and habitat management program.  Various projects have started to naturalize non-play areas, enhance wetlands, and to install birdhouses. The birdhouses were constructed, decorated and mounted by local schoolchildren! They also helped to plant a special flower garden to attract more butterflies to the golf course. 

· The Fairmont Banff Springs most significant habitat protection project involves the seeding of more than 35 acres of native montane grass on the golf course. Dead trees are also topped and left standing to encourage more woodpeckers.

· Through extensive research, the Chateau Whistler Resort Golf Course has found a thriving bird population living on the course with at least 38 different bird species, including one rare bird; the red naped sap sucker.  

· To raise awareness of the unique habitat features on the golf course, the Chateau Whistler Resort has labeled the native trees and vegetation on the course. A well-known local artisan painted the signage for the course.

· The Jasper Park Lodge Golf Course works closely with Parks Canada on many environmental initiatives.  Wildlife control has been enhanced by providing predator habitat for coyotes, wolves and ospreys.  Protection of den sites and nesting structures for ospreys have provided permanent habitats for these animals.

· Native plant materials are used in most areas within Jasper Park Lodge and plant materials are grown on-site using native parent stock.  In 1998, Jasper Park Lodge also naturalized all pond and lake shorelines in and around the golf course. 

· In 1996, Columbia ground squirrels began colonizing the golf course bunkers at Jasper Park Lodge.  57 squirrels were live-trapped and relocated to a more suitable location within the Park where they now live undisturbed.

Integrated Pest Management:

· In 1997, Banff Springs initiated an IPM program in accordance with Parks Canada protocols and guidelines.  Today, the golf course does periodic soil, water and vegetation tests to guide the application of pesticides (used on a limited basis only).  On restored undisturbed areas, noxious weeds are controlled manually.

· Le Château Montebello golf course is proud to have reduced pesticide use by 20-25% since it started converting to IPM techniques in 1993.  Pesticides are now primarily used on a curative basis.

· Jasper Park Lodge works closely with Parks Canada incorporating IPM strategies.  It has reduced pesticides and fertilizer by 50% since 1987.

Water Conservation:

· In an effort to monitor weather conditions for optimum irrigation conditions, the Chateau Whistler Resort Golf Course has expanded its current weather station from a thermometer and rain gauge to include both a barometer and wind monitoring system.

· To conserve water on the golf course, Le Château Montebello has incorporated evapo-transpiration rates, weather data and also installed a new irrigation system to assist in the efficient use of water.  Daily monitoring ensures that the watering time of each sprinkler is correct so that water is only used when it is needed.

· The Jasper Park Lodge’s Maxi 5 Irrigation System uses the latest technology to accurately apply the correct amount of water at the proper intervals.  The use of cycle-soak irrigation schedules has greatly reduced run-off.  The use of the “Flow Manager” program has allowed the water supply to be used more uniformly and has reduced impact on individual water sources.  All flowerbeds are mulched to prevent water loss and drought tolerant plants are used wherever possible.

Water Quality Management:

· To protect the water quality at the Chateau Whistler Resort Golf Course, wetlands are carefully protected by signs and trained staff Marshals.  To protect against runoff and pollution of the wetlands, the golf course avoids fertilization during heavy rainfall.

· In 1997, the Banff Springs compiled baseline data on its ground water and features to ensure that the water quality had not been compromised.  The golf course also expanded untouched native grassland to add to the filtering capability of the turf.

Outreach and Education:

· Le Château Montebello golf course has established an ongoing relationship with a local elementary school to further the children’s education in ecology and natural habitats by using the golf course as a living example.

· Employees at the Chateau Whistler Resort Golf Course are actively encouraged to participate in the activities of local environmental groups.  They are also encouraged to become certified Streamkeepers.

· The Banff Springs golf course actively works with the elementary school children.  In 1997, a Grade One class was introduced to habitat enhancement and the protection of local wildlife right on the golf course!  The Banff Springs has recently adopted the Banff Elementary School as part of the education and outreach component of the certification process.  There is a great recycling program, where school children sort and count materials for recycling which the golf course employees take to the recycling depot.

· For the past two years, Jasper Park Lodge has sponsored a non-native plant weed program; more than 25 volunteers participated in picking and removing 1500 lbs. of Toadflax (a noxious non-native plant) from the grounds.
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