Fairmont Hotels & Resorts 

Greens The Greens
Toronto, Ontario, — The “Greening Our Greens” initiative is part of Phase II of Fairmont Hotels & Resorts award-winning Green Partnership Program. Committed to setting the highest standard of environmentally-responsible golf course management, Fairmont Hotels & Resorts leads the industry in taking an ecologically-sensitive approach to the stewardship of recreational lands.

A major thrust of this initiative is the enrolment of all Fairmont Hotels & Resorts golf courses in the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary System, a program designed to optimise the use of golf course green space as a refuge and habitat for wildlife. 
The Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary System was founded on the belief that conservation and habitat enhancement are priorities at golf courses, in schools, and where people spend their leisure time, and set the guidelines for an international system of wildlife and environmental conservation.  To achieve certification, golf courses must comply with guidelines and recommendations in six different categories:

· Environmental Planning

· Wildlife and Habitat Management

· Integrated Pest Management

· Water Quality Management

· Water Conservation

· Outreach and Education

These categories include environmental practices such as the inclusion of prevention measures (using existing landscape features and Integrated Pest Management), control measures (Best Management Practices) and detection tools (water and soil testing) into daily practices which help to ensure the health of the ecosystems of our golf courses.  
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In March 1997, Chateau Whistler Resort became Fairmont Hotels & Resorts first golf course to earn the prestigious Audubon certification.  Chateau Whistler Resort is proud to be the ninth course in Canada to achieve certification as well as being the first golf course to be certified under the newly defined Canadian criteria.

In August of 1999, Banff Springs also gained Audubon accreditation, being only the 15th course in Canada and the 3rd in Alberta to achieve this status.  Montebello and the Jasper Park Lodge golf courses are the most recent members of the Fairmont Hotels & Resorts family to achieve this prestigious title. 
These initiatives and many more have been accomplished by harnessing the collective knowledge of Fairmont’s golf course Superintendents.  To tackle these new environmental challenges, an Environmental Action Plan has been established to ensure that specific goals and objectives are met through environmentally-responsible golf course management. 

“Our expectation from the Audubon program is to promote ecologically sound land management and the conservation of natural resources.  This program provides information and advice for conducting proactive environmental projects on golf courses.”

Kevin Pattison, Golf Course Superintendent,

The Fairmont Banff Springs.
“Greening Our Greens” is just one way that Fairmont Hotels & Resorts strives to conserve natural resources for the enjoyment of future generations.

Fairmont Hotels & Resorts is a unique collection of world-class resorts and city center hotels that enjoy unrivalled prominence in the communities where they are located.  Operating 39 properties throughout six countries, Fairmont is committed to providing guests with exceptional service in distinctive surroundings. For more information on Fairmont Hotels & Resorts, please call 1-800-441-1414 or visit www.fairmont.com.
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